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(SERVING CLARKE, DECATUR, & WAYNE COUNTIES)
ECE QUALITY IMPROVEMENT MINI-GRANT 
UP TO $3,000
(IN-HOME, CENTER OR PRESCHOOL CHILD CARE PROVIDERS)
Due Monday, June 15, 2026

We are pleased to announce that a Quality Improvement mini- grant is available to Early Childhood Educators in the Kids First Communities Area (Clarke, Decatur, Wayne Counties).  The intent of the grant is to improve quality improvement of your Early Childhood program and reward quality care for children ages 0-5. The grant is based on funding for the fiscal year 2026 and may be submitted for up to $3,000.  
     
Applications will be accepted until Monday, June 15, 2026
						
All questions must be submitted in writing via email. 

Direct all questions to:				
			
Jenny Robinson, Director				 
Kids First Communities Early Childhood Iowa Area		 
PO Box 4						 
Lenox, IA  50851					 
quad.kfc@gmail.com							
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KIDS FIRST COMMUNITIES EARLY CHILDHOOD IOWA AREA
ECE QUALITY IMPROVEMENT GRANT
FY2026

QUALIFICATIONS:
· Currently caring for children age 0-5 
· Registered with the Iowa Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
· Operate in Clarke, Decatur, Wayne Counties 
· Must be home-based child care provider, child care center or Preschool program.
· Priority will be given to applications to improve health and safety based on KFC funding availability and preference to Quality Rating.

The Early Childhood Iowa Board strongly recommends Local Area Boards support the implementation of evidence-based, quality practices and services with proven positive outcomes for children. Local Area Boards are also strongly encouraged to use these funds to help families access quality preschool services and to support preschool/center programs achieve high quality program standards.  These include programs that:

· Are accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).
· Meet the Head Start Program Performance Standards.
· Are accredited by the National Association for Family Child Care (NAFCC).
· Are verified or have submitted paperwork for Self-Verification status to the Iowa. Department of Education for Iowa’s Quality Preschool Program Standards (QPPS).
· Additional measures of program quality are evidenced by having:
· Achieved an average score of 5 (with no subscale scores under 2) on the Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale – Revised (ECERS-R) or Family Child Care Rating Scale (FCCRS) completed by an outside evaluator with an established 85% inter-rater reliability within six months of the observation.
· Achieved a Level IQ4K rating of 1 or higher, or can submit a letter of evidence from CCR&R and a timeline that shows that this will be accomplished by June 15, 2026.
· Only HHS Registered/Licensed Child Care and Preschool Programs are eligible to apply. 
· Only agencies and organizations, not individuals, are eligible to apply under this RFP. 







HOW TO APPLY:
· Complete FY2026 ECE Quality Improvement Provider Mini-Grant Application, page 4 & 5.

· Return completed application by Monday, June 15 to Kids First Communities Director via email (quad.kfc@gmail.com) or mail to:
 		
Jenny Robinson
		PO Box 4
		Lenox, IA  50851

· After the application has been approved, the provider can purchase the item(s). It is the intent of the board that no funds will be paid out until receipts are in hand. If this creates a hardship for you, please contact us so that other arrangements can be made.   Submit approved receipts for reimbursement by Tuesday, June 30, 2026.

· Once the items have been purchased the provider must submit a copy of the receipts for the approved item(s) along with a completed RECEIPT SUBMISSION DOCUMENT - page 6 of this application and IRS form W-9.  



Applications will be accepted until Monday, June 15, 2026
Approvals notice will be sent to providers by Wednesday, June 17, 2026
Receipts must be submitted by Tuesday, June 30, 2026

The grant amount and approval will be determined by the Kids First Communities board review and priority will be based on quality and safety needs.

All questions must be submitted in writing via email.
No verbal questions will be accepted and no verbal answers will be given.

Direct all questions to:				
			
Jenny Robinson, Director					 
Kids First Communities Early Childhood Iowa Area		 
PO Box 4
Lenox, IA  50851				 
quad.kfc@gmail.com




KIDS FIRST COMMUNITIES EARLY CHILDHOOD IOWA AREA
ECE QUALITY IMPROVEMENT GRANT APPLICATION  - FY2026


Name___________________________________________________________________

Program Name __________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________Zip_______________

Phone___________________________________________________________________

Email___________________________________________________________________

Signature________________________________________Date____________________
	
Complete the following:
	Program meets one of these performance standards:
(check all that apply)
	  NAEYC Accreditation
  NAFCC Accreditation
  Head Start Preschool Program Standards
  QPPS Verification Process

	Programs evidencing quality through:
	  ECERS or FCCRS average score of 5 (with no subscale score 
      under 2)
  A letter of evidence and timeline to achieve IQ4K of 1
  IQ4K Rating of 1
  IQ4K Rating of 2, 3
  IQ4K Rating of 4, 5

	Program category:
	  School district operated program
  Child Care In-Home or Center program
  Shared Visions program
  Head Start program
  Faith-based program
  School District - Statewide Voluntary Preschool program for 
      four-year-old children 

	Highest educational level of Lead Teachers:











	  GED
  High School Diploma
  CDA
  AA Degree in EC or child development
  AAS Degree in related field
  BA/BS in EC or child development
  BA/BS in related field
  Post graduate degree
____# of lead teacher (s) who hold a valid practitioner’s license issued by the Board of Educational Examiners (BOEE) and hold and endorsement for BOEE that includes preschool or kindergarten.



FY2026  ECE QUALITY IMPROVEMENT-GRANT APPLICATION
QUALITY IMPROVEMENT GRANT REQUEST (DUE MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2026)


Program Name ___________________________________________________

Contact Name __________________________________ Email/Phone# __________________________   	

	Requested Item (up to $3,000)
	Explain how the item will improve the quality of the learning environment or safety of the program?
	Vendor/Price

	

	
	$

	

	
	$

	

	
	$

	

	
	$

	

	
	$



Total $_____________________+  _______________________=_____________

· Attached picture and price of requested item.
· Submit application by Monday, June 15, 2026.
· Once approved, provider will provide receipts for purchases and Receipt Submission document - page 6 of the application.

Please share any information you would like the grants committee to consider in their decision making or further detail regarding how this will improve quality and safety. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Completed by:  __________________________________________________________Date: _________________



RECEIPT SUBMISSION DOCUMENT (TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2026) 
(Please attach your receipts/certificates to this page)
		
	Items Approved
	Vendor
	Cost
	Receipt
Date

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	



Total $ Submitted__________________________________
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